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Abstract
Data on the reactivity of chlorine dioxide with organic compounds from various classes are summarized.

Early investigations of the reactions of chlorine dioxide were occurred in aqueous or predominantly aque-
ous solutions in general, because it used in drinking water treatment and in industry as bleaching agent.
However, chlorine dioxide was not used widely as reagent in organic synthesis.

In last decades the number of publications on the studying interaction of the chlorine dioxide in organic
medium increased. In table presented the rate constants reactions of chlorine dioxide with organic com-
pounds published through 2004. Most of the rate constants were determined spectrophotometrically by decay
kinetics of chlorine dioxide at 360 nm. Chlorine dioxide may be used for oxidation of organic compounds,
because chlorine dioxide is enough reactive and selective as an oxidant with a wide range of organic com-
pounds based on these reaction rate constants. But the application of chlorine dioxide as reagent in organic
synthesis is restrained by the lack of data on the kinetics and mechanism of reactions involving chlorine
dioxide, as well as data on the product yields and composition, temperature and solvent effects, and catalysts.
The pathways of products formation and probable mechanisms of reactions are discussed in the review.

Introduction

Chlorine dioxide OClO has found wide applica-
tion in industry as a moderately strong oxidant. For
more than half a century it has been used for odor
control and disinfection in water preparation. It has
a number of advantages over molecular chlorine; thus
ClO2 is less liable to give chlorine derivatives with
organic compounds compared to Cl2. Another im-
portant application is cellulose bleaching. ClO2 is
currently regarded as a reagent for sewage process-
ing and purification of oil products from sulfides.

Chlorine dioxide is a large-tonnage industrial re-
agent, generally produced on-site in view of the high
explosion hazard. Today world's production of ClO2

amounts to several dozen thousand tons per year.
Recently, ClO2 has attracted close attention of

atmospheric chemists in view of its potential role in
ozone depletion. Various aspects of chlorine diox-
ide photochemistry were investigated in detail [1].

Surprising as it is, the organic aspects of chlorine
dioxide chemistry have not received adequate atten-
tion in the literature. In view of major applications
of ClO2, reactions of interest to researchers are pri-
marily reactions with chief contaminants of drink-
ing water (phenols, hydrocarbons, etc.) in aqueous
solutions with pH = 3-9 and with very low concen-
trations of oxidized substances (10-6-10-4 M). Insuf-
ficient data are available on reactions of ClO2 with
organic compounds in organic solvents and in the
gas phase, restricting its potential applications in
organic synthesis.

Of reviews available in the present-day literature
it is worthwhile to mention book [2] and articles [3-
5]. Several aspects of chlorine dioxide chemistry
associated with cellulose bleaching are highlighted
in monograph [6]. Regrettably, no review papers with
full account of currently available data have appeared
in the literature on reactions of ClO2 with organic
compounds. The aim of this review is to fill this gap
and draw the attention of both organic and physical
chemists to this promising oxidant.
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Chlorine Dioxide: Properties and Molecular
Structure

Under normal conditions, chlorine dioxide OClO
is a readily liquefiable yellow-green gas that smells
like molecular chlorine. The boiling point of ClO2 is
9.7±0.3°C. In the liquid state it is brownish red and
extremely explosive. At -59°C the substance is con-
solidated. Evaporation heat is 6.3±0.1 kcal/mole, the
critical temperature is -192°C, and the critical pres-
sure is 85 atm. The density of ClO2 decreases from
1.973 g/cm3 at -60°C to 1.653 g/cm3 at 5°С. Chlo-
rine dioxide is soluble in water, acetic and sulfuric
acids, carbon tetrachloride, and some other organic
solvents.

The formation enthalpy of ClO2 was determined
experimentally in a number of works [7]; in [8] the
recommended value is 23.0±2.0 kcal/mole. An iso-
mer of chlorine dioxide, chlorine peroxide ClOO,
has almost the same formation enthalpy, 23.0±1.0
kcal/mole [8]; however, it is extremely kinetically
unstable and was observed in low-temperature ma-
trices only [9]. Quantum-chemical calculations of
relative stability for these two isomers of ClO2 give
contradictory data [10] because of the similarity of
their potential energies. Below the formula ClO2 is
understood to be chlorine dioxide OClO.

The ionization potential of chlorine dioxide is
10.33±0.02 eV [11]; electron affinity is 2.378±0.006
eV [12]. The redox potential in an aqueous solution
is E(ClO2/ClO2

–) = 0.94 V [13].
Chlorine dioxide has odd number of electrons

(33). This is a stable radical that does not tend to
dimerize under normal conditions. In the gas phase,
the EPR spectrum of ClO2 was not observed because
of the large number of rotational levels in the chlo-
rine dioxide molecule [7]. In solution, ClO2 gener-
ally gives a broad singlet in the EPR spectrum. Under
certain circumstances, the spectral line becomes more
complicated, transforming into a quartet due to hy-
perfine splitting on the 35Cl and 37Cl nuclei, for which
hyperfine structure constants are 1.70±0.03 and
1.37±0.03 mT, respectively [14]. The EPR spectrum
of ClO2 adsorbed on various surfaces is still more
complex [15,16]; chlorine dioxide, therefore, may
be used as a spin probe [17].

Previous works reported that chlorine dioxide
does not dimerize in the solid state [7]. However,
recently it was shown [18,19] that below -108°C ClO2

forms loosely bonded diamagnetic dimers of head-
to-tail type relative to the Cl–O bonds.

The molecular structure of chlorine dioxide is
nonlinear with symmetry group C2v.

The Cl–O bond length l and the O–Cl–O angle α
were determined in a number of works by electron
diffraction and spectroscopy [7]. Microwave studi-
es provided most exact data: l = 1.470 Å and α =
(1.792 D) [21]. In the IR spectrum of gaseous chlo-
rine dioxide, the frequencies corresponding to the
symmetric deformation vibrations and to the sym-
metric and asymmetric stretching vibrations are
447.7, 945.6, and 1110.1 cm-1 [22-25]. One can also
observe overtones and composite frequencies:
1870.0, 2031.0, 2954.0, and 3333.0 cm-1.

Of the available quantum-chemical calculations
for chlorine dioxide we primarily mention publica-
tions [26-28], reporting MRCI (multi-reference confi-
guration interaction) calculations using quadruple-
zeta basis sets for potential energy surface investi-
gations of the ClO2 molecule in the ground and
excited states. The geometrical structural data ob-
tained agree very well with experiment. However,
the calculation procedures are too labor-consuming
to be used in practical calculations on complex sys-
tems with chlorine dioxide. Attempts to employ the
G2 and G2(MP2) methods did not lead to quite sat-
isfactory results at the MP2/6-31G(d) level, but jus-
tified using these methods for calculating the energy
characteristics of chlorine oxides [10]. The G2(MP2)
method gave slightly worse results compared to G2,
but demanded less computational effort. Density
functional theory methods, actively developed over
the past decade, proved very efficient for both ge-
ometry and energy calculations for ClO2 [29-31]. The
best results were obtained with Beсke's B3LYP three-
parameter hybrid functional. Using this functional
with large basis sets yields a satisfactory degree of
accuracy in calculating the geometry of ClOx oxides,
as well as their bond dissociation energies and for-
mation enthalpies [30]. Topological analysis of elec-
tron density in chlorine oxides [31] indicated that
electron spin density for an odd electro in ClO2 is
concentrated on the chlorine atom.

The ground state of the chlorine dioxide molecule
is 2B1 [32]. A transition to the first excited state, 2А2,
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corresponds to an absorption band with a clear-cut
rotational structure in the range 510-270 nm with a
maximum at ~360 nm (Fig. 1).

The UV spectrum recorded in vacuum has three
band systems associated with the first (183, 163 nm)
and the second (157 nm) ionization potentials. The
first system consists of three, the second of seven,
and the third of eight bands. Photochemistry of ClO2

is discussed in detail in a recent review [32].

Reactions of Chlorine Dioxide with Organic
Compounds

Reactions of chlorine dioxide with organic com-
pounds were generally investigated in aqueous soluti-
ons with low concentrations of reagents. Emphasis was
laid on the reaction products, while the physicoche-
mical characteristics of the processes are ill-defined.
The kinetic data on the reactivity of chlorine dioxide
with organic compounds are summarized in Table 1.

Analysis of Table 1 indicates that chlorine diox-
ide is enough reactive as an oxidant with a wide range

Fig. 1. Electronic absorption spectrum of the transition
2В1 → 2А2 for chlorine dioxide in a gas phase.

of organic compounds.
Major products and physicochemical principles

underlying reactions of chlorine dioxide with vari-
ous organic compounds are considered below.

Table 1
Second-order rate constants for reactions of chlorine dioxide with organic compounds

Compou dn So evl nt Hp C°,T Ve,I M(,k 1- ⋅s 1- ) eR f .s

Hydr co ar ob ns

1 All ly benze en
H2O 7-2 32 01~ 3- ]33[

H2O 7 52 5.2 ⋅ 01 3- ]43[

2 tnA hrace en H2O 7 02 3.3 ⋅ 01 3 ]53[

3 nI de en H2O 7 52 2 ]63[

4 o-Xy enel H2O 2 32 01< 5- ]33[

5 M se ity enel H2O 8 32 01< 5- ]33[

6 α-Me ht ylstyr ene H2O 7 52 6.4 ⋅ 01 1- ]43[

7 p-Me ht ylstyr ene H2O 7 52 6.1 ⋅ 01 1- ]43[

8 snart -α-Me ht ylstyr ene H2O 7 52 2.1 ]43[

9 Nap th h enela H2O 5 32 3.0< ]33[

01 Styr ene H2O 7 52 2.6 ⋅ 01 2- ]43[

11 p-P eh nylstyre en H2O 7 52 0.1 ⋅ 01 1- ]43[

21 p-Chlorostyr ene H2O 7 52 1.4 ⋅ 01 1- ]43[

31 Cyclohe enex
H2O 7-5 32 3~ ⋅ 01 2- ]33[

H2O 7 52 2.2 ⋅ 01 2- ]33[
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Compou dn So evl nt Hp C°,T Ve,I M(,k 1- ⋅s 1- ) .sfeR

lohoclA

41 eH-4,2 x da ien-1 lo- H2O 01-2 32 9~ ]33[

51 D-5,2 i em thylfuran
H2O 01-2 32 2.1~ ⋅ 01 2 ]33[

H2O 6-2 1⋅ 01 2 ]53[

61 G ul co es H2O 01< 2- ]73[

71 Me ht na ol H2O 3.2 53 2.0 7.4 ⋅ 01 5- ]83[

81 aporP n- lo-2

H2O 0.7 53 2.0 6.2 ⋅ 01 5- ]93[

C7H 61 03 9.5 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[

lCC 4 03 4.7 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[

C6H6 03 6.8 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[

C4H8O2 03 8.3 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[

C6H5 lC 03 1.4 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[
HC 3C−

O CO 2H5
03 0.2 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[

C2H4Cl2 03 1.4 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[

HC 3CN 03 7.2 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[

91 -2 eM thylpro ap n- lo-1 C7H 61 03 2.5 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[

02 Butan- lo-1 C7H 61 03 4.6 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[

12 Butan- lo-2 C7H 61 03 7.31 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[

22 eM-3 thylpe tn an- lo-1 C7H 61 03 3.6 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[

32 peH tan- lo-4 C7H 61 03 3.5 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[

42 aceD n- lo-2 C7H 61 03 6.31 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[

52 Cyclohexanol C7H 61 03 3.32 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[

62 Bor en ol C7H 61 03 6.36 ⋅ 01 5- ]04[

72 Furfur laly cohol
H2O 9-3 32 73.0 ]33[

H2O 9-3 5.0~ ]73[

sedyhedladnasenoteK

.82 enotecA H2O 6 32 01< 5- ]33[

.92 edyhedlazneB H2O 8 32 3< ⋅ 01 4- ]23[

.03 enoid-4,1-enizalahthpordyhid-3,2-ozneB H2O 7 3⋅ 01 5 ]14[

.13 edyhedlalyrytuB H2O 01< 2- ]73[

.23 enoidenizalahthp-4,1-ordyhiD-3,2 H2O 7 5.1 ⋅ 01 5 ]14[

.33 enoidenaxeholcyc-3,1-lyhtemiD-5,5 H2O 5-2 32 2~ ⋅ 01 4 ]33[

.43 enonatneP-2 H2O 6 32 3< ⋅ 01 5- ]33[

Table 1
Continued
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Compou dn So evl nt Hp C°,T Ve,I M(,k 1- ⋅s 1- ) .sfeR

snoinariehtdnasdicacilyxobraC

53 etabrocsA ion H2O 22 1.0 1⋅ 01 7 ]24[

63 etatecA ion H2O 8 01< 2- ]73[

73 ordyH-4 x eby nzo eta ion H2O 6-2 32 6⋅ 01 6 ]33[

83 Glyoxyl eta ion
H2O 32 1.0 01< 2- ]73[

H2O 22 5⋅ 01 8 ]24[

93 Indigotrisulfon eta ion
H2O 7 32 5.2> ⋅ 01 5 ]33[

H2O 2> ⋅ 01 5 ]73[

.04 Linolic acid H2O 01< 2- ]73[

.14 -2 Methyl-1- rp o nap ethio al nion H2O 32 5.7 ⋅ 01 8 ]33[

.24 Salicyl eta dianion H2O 5.01-0.7 32 6⋅ 01 7 ]33[

.34 Salicyl eta ion
H2O 6-5.1 32 64< ]33[

H2O 8-3 1~ ⋅ 01 2 ]73[

.44 For etam ion
H2O 6⋅ 01 4- ]34[

H2O 01< 2- ]73[

.54 P th hal aci c di H2O 6 32 01< 3- ]33[

.64 Fumar eta ion H2O 6.3 32 01< 5- ]33[

sdnuopmocdetalerdnaslonehP

.74 D(-6 i em thylami -3,2-)on
dih rdy oph ht alazine d-4,1- io en H2O 7 5.1 ⋅ 01 6 ]14[

.84 (-4 ter B-t tu nehp)ly oxide ion H2O 7-2 32 5.1 ⋅ 01 8 ]33[

.94 Aniso el
H2O 5 32 2< ⋅ 01 3- ]33[

H2O 01< 2- ]73[

.05 -4 Acetylph ne oxide ion H2O 5.6-0.2 32 8⋅ 01 5 ]33[

.15 eB-4,1 nzoquino en
H2O 7 32 5< ⋅ 01 3- ]33[

H2O 8 01< 2- ]73[

.25 B-4 or om ph ne oxide ion H2O 21~ 12 7.2 ⋅ 01 7 ]44[

.35 dyH-3 roxyph ne oxide ion H2O 6-5.2 32 8.4 ⋅ 01 7 ]33[

.45 D-3,1 ih dy roxybenz ene H2O 0.6-5.2 32 04 ]33[

.55 -4,1 Dih dy roxybenz ene H2O 6-2 22 1.0 3⋅ 01 4 ]24[

.65 -4,1 Dih dy roxybenz ene dianion H2O 7.1 ⋅ 01 9 ]64[

.75 -3,1 Dih dy roxybenz dene ianion H2O 21~ 22 4.1 ⋅ 01 9 ]44[

.85 -2,1 Dih dy roxybenz ene monoanion H2O 5.4-2 32 2⋅ 01 9 ]33[

.95 -4,1 Dih dy roxybenz ene monoanion H2O 0.9 ⋅ 01 8 ]64[

Table 1
Continued
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Compou dn So evl nt Hp C°,T Ve,I M(,k 1- ⋅s 1- ) .sfeR

sdnuopmocdetalerdnaslonehP

06 -5,2 Di em thylph ne oxide ion H2O 6-2 32 8.6 ⋅ 01 8 ]33[

16 -4,2 Di em thylph ne ol H2O 6-2 32 9⋅ 01 2 ]33[

26 D-5,2 i em thylph ne ol H2O 6-2 32 1⋅ 01 2 ]33[

36 -4,2 Dichl ro op neh oxide ion H2O 5-2 32 2.2 ⋅ 01 7 ]33[

46 D-4,2 ichl ro op neh ol H2O 3-2 1~ ⋅ 01 2 ]73[

56 -2 Met yh lph ne oxide ion
H2O 6-2 32 4.4 ⋅ 01 8 ]33[

HC 3 NC 0.5 ⋅ 01 3- ]74[

66 -3 Met yh lph ne oxide ion
H2O 32 0.1 ⋅ 01 8 ]33[

H2O 21~ 12 7.4 ⋅ 01 7 ]34[

76 -4 Met yh lph ne oxide ion
H2O 0.6-5.2 32 2.5 ⋅ 01 8 ]33[

H2O 21~ 12 6.2 ⋅ 01 8 ]34[

86 -2 Met yh lph ne ol H2O 0.6-5.2 32 61 ]33[

96 -3 Met yh lph ne ol HC 3 NC 52 4.2 ⋅ 01 2- ]74[

07 -4 Methylph ne ol

H2O 0.6-5.2 32 05 ]33[

H2O 5.3< 1⋅ 01 2 ]73[

6 1⋅ 01 4

HC 3 NC 52 53.0 ]74[

17 -2 Methoxy f-4- or ym lph ne oxide ion H2O 6.2-2 32 8.1 ⋅ 01 8 ]33[

27 -2 Methoxyph ne oxide ion H2O 5.5-0.3 32 2.1 ⋅ 01 9 ]33[

37 -3 Methoxyph ne oxide ion H2O 21~ 12 9.4 ⋅ 01 7 ]44[

47 -4 Methoxyph ne oxide ion

H2O 5.5-0.3 32 7.1 ⋅ 01 9 ]33[

H2O 7.11 52 20.0 0.1 ⋅ 01 9 ]74[

H2O 21 4.7 ⋅ 01 8 ]64[

57 -2 Methoxyph ne ol H2O 6-3 32 0.1 ⋅ 01 3 ]33[

67 -4 Methoxyph ne ol H2O 32 5.2 ⋅ 01 4 ]33[

77 -4 Nit por h ne oxide ion
H2O 5.1-2.0 32 4⋅ 01 3 ]33[

H2O 21~ 12 4< ⋅ 01 5 ]34[

87 -4 Nit or ph ne ol H2O 2-2.0 32 41.0 ]33[

97 Pentachlo or p neh oxide ion H2O 5.2-2 32 4.1 ⋅ 01 3 ]33[

08 -4 S lu fon ta oph ne oxide ion H2O 7-3 32 0.1 ⋅ 01 6 ]33[

18 rT-6,4,2 i em ht ylp neh oxide ion H2O 6-2 32 4⋅ 01 9 ]33[

28 rT-6,4,2 ichl ro oph ne oxide ion H2O 0.4-2.2 32 3.5 ⋅ 01 6 ]33[

Table 1
Continued
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Compou dn So evl nt Hp C°,T Ve,I M(,k 1- ⋅s 1- ) .sfeR

sdnuopmocdetalerdnaslonehP

38 rT-6,4,2 ichlor po h ne ol H2O 32 008< ]33[

48 P neh oxide ion
H2O 32 9.4 ⋅ 01 7 ]33[

H2O 7.2 ⋅ 01 7 ]94[

58 Ph ne ol

H2O 42.0 ]94[

i C- 4H9 HO 52 1.6 ⋅ 01 3- ]05[

C2H5 HO 52 0.6 ⋅ 01 3- ]05[

C4H8O2 52 1.1 ⋅ 01 2- ]05[

HC( 3)2 OC 52 1.1 ⋅ 01 2- ]05[

HC 3 NC 52 5.1 ⋅ 01 2- ]05[
HC 3C
COO 2H5

52 7.1 ⋅ 01 2- ]05[

C2H4Cl2 52 0.82 ⋅ 01 2- ]05[

C7H 61 52 0.73 ⋅ 01 2- ]05[

CC l4 52 0.94 ⋅ 01 2- ]05[

68 -2 Chl poro neh oxide ion H2O 5-2 32 5.3 ⋅ 01 7 ]33[

78 -4 Chl poro neh oxide ion H2O 5-2 32 5.3 ⋅ 01 7 ]33[

88 -2 Chl poro neh ol H2O 5-2 32 5.1 ]33[

98 -4 Cy na po neh oxide ion H2O 21~ 12 ≤ 4⋅ 01 3 ]44[

09 E-4 thylp neh oxide ion H2O 5.5-0.2 32 0.8 ⋅ 01 8 ]33[

19 E-4 thylp neh ol H2O 6-2 32 05 ]33[

29 -4 et rt B- tu ylp neh ol HC 3 NC 52 3.3 ⋅ 01 2- ]74[

39 -2 C lcy o eh xylp neh ol HC 3 NC 52 8.2 ⋅ 01 2- ]74[

49 -iD-6,2 tret b- tu yl em-4- thylp neh ol HC 3 NC 52 04 ]74[

Amines a dn rel deta com op u sdn

59 lA anine
H2O 01-8 32 01< 2- ]33[

H2O 8 < 01 2- ]73[

69 -3 mA in po hth al eta ion H2O 5.1 ⋅ 01 5 ]15[

79 -2 mA inoeth na ol H2O 72 2.0 4.1 ⋅ 01 2- ]25[

89 Anili en H2O 9.6 5.4 ⋅ 01 5 ]64[

99 eB nzylami en
H2O 72 9.3 ⋅ 01 2- ]15[

H2O 69.8 52 2.0 1.4 ⋅ 01 2- ]35[

001 eB nzyl- tret -butylami en
H2O 72 2.0 8.2 ⋅ 01 2 ]25[

H2O 4.8 52 2.0 9.2 ⋅ 01 2 ]35[

Table 1
Continued
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Compou dn So evl nt Hp C°,T Ve,I M(,k 1- ⋅s 1- ) .sfeR

Amines a dn rel deta com op u sdn

101 -N tret B- tu ylp ry rolidine H2O 72 2.0 3.1 ⋅ 01 6 ]25[

201 dyH-1 roxypip re idine H2O 4⋅ 01 4 ]45[

301 Glyci en H2O 8 32 01< 3- ]33[

401 Diaz bo i lcyc o ]2.2.2[-4,1 oct ena H2O 7 52 2.0 1.4 ⋅ 01 4 ]55[

501 Diaz bo i lcyc o1 ]2.2.2[-4, oct ena ar dic la c ita on H2O 9 52 3.1 ⋅ 01 4 ]55[

601 Diisop or yp lami en
H2O 39.8 72 2.0 5.3 ⋅ 01 2 ]25[

H2O 52 2.0 6.3 ⋅ 01 2 ]35[

701 D-N,N i em th em-3-ly thoxybenzylami en H2O 72 2.0 9.2 ⋅ 01 4 ]25[

801 D-N,N i em th -3-ly nitrobenzylami en H2O 72 2.0 2.6 ⋅ 01 3 ]25[

901 -N,N Di em th ly c-3- hl ro bo enzylami en H2O 72 2.0 6.1 ⋅ 01 4 ]25[

011 -N,N Di em th ly -4- fluorobenzylami en H2O 72 2.0 0.2 ⋅ 01 4 ]25[

111 -N,N Di em th ly -4- em thylbenzylami en H2O 72 2.0 5.3 ⋅ 01 4 ]25[

211 -N,N Di em th ly em-4- thoxybenzylami en H2O 72 2.0 9.4 ⋅ 01 4 ]25[

311 -N,N Di em th ly -4- nitrobenzylami en H2O 72 2.0 5.4 ⋅ 01 3 ]25[

411 -N,N Di em th ly -4- chl ro bo enzylami en H2O 72 2.0 0.2 ⋅ 01 4 ]25[

511 -'N--N,N Di em thylphenylurea H2O 7 02 3.0 ]65[

611 Di em thylami en H2O 3.9-8.6 42 ⋅5 01 2 ]33[

711 -N,N Di em thylanili en H2O 6.9 5.6 ⋅ 01 7 ]64[

811 -N,N Di em thylbenzylami en H2O 72 2.0 7.2 ⋅ 01 4 ]25[

911 -3,2 Di em thylindo el H2O 1.1 ⋅ 01 8 ]75[

021 -N,N Di em thyl- tret -butylami en H2O 9-7 72 2.0 3.2 ⋅ 01 5 ]25[

121 Diethylami en H2O 41.7 62 1~ ⋅ 01 3 ]85[

221 -N Iso yporp lbenzylami en H2O 72 2.0 1.9 ]25[

321 Im adi zo el H2O 6.5 32 01< 4- ]33[

421 Lumino m,l onoanion

H2O 1.8 9.2 ⋅ 01 6 ]95[

H2O 7 1⋅ 01 6 ]14[

H2O 8 2⋅ 01 6 ]06[

521 M-N ethyl em-4- thoxybenzylami en H2O 72 2.0 7.2 ⋅ 01 2 ]25[

621 eM thylami en
H2O 32 ≤ 01 ]33[

H2O 01-7 1< ]73[

721 eM-1 thylindo el H2O 6.1 ⋅ 01 4 ]75[

821 -2 eM thylindo el H2O 1.8 ⋅ 01 5 ]75[

Table 1
Continued
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Compou dn So evl nt Hp C°,T Ve,I M(,k 1- ⋅s 1- ) .sfeR

Amines a dn rel deta com op u sdn

921 -3 Methylin od el H2O 9.1 ⋅ 01 6 ]75[

031 -N Methylpip re idi en H2O 72 2.0 7.8 ⋅ 01 4 ]25[

131 aerU H2O 9 32 6-01< ]33[

231 Pip re idi en H2O 72 2.0 4.2 ⋅ 01 3 ]25[

331 Pip re idi en -1- ox ly H2O 5> ⋅ 01 6 ]45[

431 eT-6,6,2,2 tramethylpip re idin-1 lo- H2O 7~ 22 1.0 4⋅ 01 4 ]24[

531 Tyrosi den ianion H2O 21~ 2.8 ⋅ 01 7 ]16[

631 rT i em ht ylami en H2O 32 6⋅ 01 4 ]33[

731 Try tp po h na H2O 21~ 6.7 ⋅ 01 5 ]16[

.831 rT iethylami en
H2O 06.6 72 2.0 0.2 ⋅ 01 5 ]35[

H2O 65.6 62 2⋅ 01 5 ]85[

931 p ehP- n enely diami en H2O 2.9 5.3 ⋅ 01 8 ]64[

041 C tsy ei en

H2O 5.8 32 7 ]33[

H2O 5.2 1~ ⋅ 01 2 ]73[

5.0 1~ ⋅ 01 3

141 C tsy i en H2O 2 01~ ]73[

D-3,1 iox aolcyca lk na es

241 -3,1-lyporposI-2 dioxol ena CC l4 52 9.1 ⋅ 01 4- ]26[

341 -2 P eh n -3,1-ly dioxol ena CC l4 52 82.8 ⋅ 01 4- ]26[

441 -2,2 Pent ema th -3,1-enely dioxol ena CC l4 52 3.4 ⋅ 01 5- ]26[

541 -4 Ch emorol ht -3,1-ly dioxol ena CC l4 52 2.1 ⋅ 01 5- ]26[

641 -2 P eh n -4-ly ch emorol ht -3,1-ly dioxol ena CC l4 52 5.2 ⋅ 01 4- ]26[

741 -4 Methyl -3,1- diox ena HC 3 NC 52 0.1 ⋅ 01 6- ]26[

841 -4-lyporposI-2 em thyl -3,1- dio enax HC 3 NC 52 0.5 ⋅ 01 6- ]26[

941 -2 P eh n ly -4- em thyl -3,1- dio enax HC 3 NC 52 9.4 ⋅ 01 6- ]26[

051 -2 P eh n ly -5,5- di em thyl -3,1- dio enax HC 3 NC 52 0.3 ⋅ 01 6- ]26[

Thiols

.151 E ht na ediol CC l4 04 01.0 ]36[

251 Propa en thiol

CC l4 52 9.5 ⋅ 01 2- ]36[

C-n 7H 61 52 7.1 ⋅ 01 3- ]36[

C4H8O2 52 2.7 ⋅ 01 2- ]36[

C6H6 52 6.2 ⋅ 01 3- ]36[

Table 1
Continued
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Hydrocarbons

Saturated hydrocarbons

Data about reactions of chlorine dioxide with satu-
rated hydrocarbons are rather contradictory. Accord-
ing to [5], chlorine dioxide is unreactive with alkanes
and cycloalkanes. However, in the patent literature

it was reported that acid products formed after pro-
longed (for 2 days, 50-100°C) treatment of oil hy-
drocarbons (> C7) with ClO2 [64]. Cyclohexane was
reported to react with chlorine dioxide bubbled
through it at 50-55°C in a quantity of 3 moles of
ClO2 per 0.15 mole of reactant C6H12; adipic acid
and chlorocyclohexane were identified among reac-
tion products [65]#:

Compou dn So evl nt Hp C°,T Ve,I M(,k 1- ⋅s 1- ) .sfeR

Thiols

251 Propa en thiol

C( 2H5)2O 52 8.0 ]36[

HC 3 COO 2H5 52 1.0 ]36[

HC( 3)2 OC 52 8.3 ]36[

HC 3 NC 52 7.25 ]36[

351 -2 Me ht yl porp ena thiol CC l4 04 2.0 ]36[

451 Hex ena thiol CC l4 04 1.0 ]36[

551 aceD en thiol CC l4 04 1.4 ⋅ 01 2- ]36[

651 Hexad enace thiol CC l4 04 4.7 ⋅ 01 2- ]36[

751 Cyclohex na ethiol CC l4 04 3.7 ⋅ 01 2- ]36[

851 eB nzenethiol CC l4 04 81.4 ]36[

951 -2 Me ht yl eb nzenethiol CC l4 04 70.3 ]36[

061 Benzene em ht a tn hiol CC l4 04 5.1 ⋅ 01 2- ]36[

161 -2 Me eotpacr ht na lo

CC l4

04 23.0 ]36[

52 41.0 ]36[

C4H8O2 52 11.0 ]36[

C6H6 52 38.0 ]36[

C( 2H5)2O 52 8.2 ]36[

HC 3 COOC 2H5 52 11.0 ]36[

HC( 3)2 OC 52 5.5 ]36[

HC 3 NC 52 4.11 ]36[

Table 1
Continued

#(Here and below molar ratios are given; yields are given in mole percent relative to the initial quantity of the organic compound,
unless stated otherwise.)

(CH2)4HOOC
Cl

+COOH
ClO2

0.6%
3.1%
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Chlorocyclohexane is also oxidized into adipic
acid [66]. The reactivity of chlorine dioxide with
saturated hydrocarbons seems to be low, and occasio-
nal observation of oxidative transformations is pro-
bably explained by reactions of radicals formed by
thermolysis or photolysis of chlorine dioxide or by
reactions with impurities. Indeed, according to [36],
the presence of a molecular chlorine impurity leads
to a fast reaction between chlorine dioxide and com-
pounds unreactive with pure ClO2.

Olefins

Early investigations carried out in the 1960-70s
aimed at establishing the products of oxidation of
various compounds containing a C=C double bond
with chlorine dioxide. Reactions of ClO2 with cyclo-
hexene [67,68], methyloleate [69], and stilbenes [70]
were investigated. Oxidation of pure cyclohexene
with chlorine dioxide taken in insufficient amount
forms a rather complex mixture of products:

OH O Cl OHO Cl Cl Cl Cl COOH

(CH2)4

COOH

++ + + + +ClO2

C6H10/ClO2=35/1 16% 11% 11% 13% 5% 3% 3%

C6H10/ClO2=7/1 13% 15% 7% 14% 7% 4% 0%

Oxidation with large quantities of chlorine dioxi-
de (C6H10/ClO2 = 1.5/1) in aqueous suspension led
to glutaric and succinic acids in addition to the above-
stated products. In acid media (pH < 2), glutaric acid
is the major product.

Oxidation of unsaturated fatty acids and their
ethers with aqueous chlorine dioxide occurs similarly,
except that ketones form as major products instead
of alcohols [2,69], as demonstrated for methyloleate
used as an example [69]:

O
O

O
O

O

O
O

Cl
O

O
O

O
Cl

O
O

O
O

O

O
O

O

O
O

Cl
Cl O

O
O

O
O

OClO2 + +

+

+

The compositions and yields of the oxidation
products of stilbene and their derivatives are strongly
dependent on the structure of the starting compound

and on the reaction medium [70]. Oxidation of trans-
stilbene was investigated using carbon tetrachloride
and water as reaction media (stilbene/ClO2 = 1/2):
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It is believed [70] that the first stage is addition
of chlorine dioxide at a double bond. When the reacti-
on is performed in water, an epoxy derivative is pro-
bably formed, but it quickly decomposes. The intro-

duction of oxygen-containing substituents in the phe-
nyl ring changes the products drastically: only acids
and aldehydes were identified with low yields (stil-
bene/ClO2 = 1/1.3):

ClO2

Ph

Ph

CCl4
++

Ph

Ph O Cl

Cl

43% 36% 7%

O

Ph
Cl

ClO2

Ph

Ph

H2O
+ +

Cl

HO

44%

Ph

Ph

OH

O
OH

HO

12%15%

ClO2

CH3Cl

+

+

H3CO

OH

OCH3

H3CO

OCH3
OCH3

O OH

OH
OCH3

O OH

+

OCH3
OCH3

O

+

OH
OCH3

O

+

+

OCH3
OCH3

O Cl

polymer

10%

<1%

<1%

<1%

A dark polymer formed in addition to the prod-
ucts of oxidative cleavage of the C=C bond. As the
changed reagents are present in nearly equal propor-
tion, it is unlikely that ClO2 initiates vinyl radical
polymerization. It is more likely that polymerization

is associated with the oxidation of the phenol –OH
group. Oxidation of stilbenols in organic and aque-
ous media also leads to a complex mixture of prod-
ucts formed by attack at the alcohol group or by attack
at the C=C double bond (stilbenol/ClO2 = 1/1.3):

ClO2
Ph

CCl4

25% 5%

+ Ph
H

O
+

11%19%

+
Ph

HO

Ph Ph

O

Ph Ph

O
OH

Ph Ph

HO
O

Cl
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Introduction of methoxy groups in the phenyl
rings accelerates the reaction and changes the pro-

ducts: oxidation preferably occurs with cleavage of
the C=C double bond (stilbenol/ClO2 = 1/1):

ClO2

H2O

42%

+
OH

+

20%

25%24%
HO

OCH3H3CO

OCH3H3CO

OCH3

OCH3

O OCH3
OCH3

O

+

OCH3
OCH3

O OH

Cl

OCH3

OCH3

H3CO

+

ClHO

H3CO

(CH3Cl)

In the stated publications [67-70], emphasis was
laid on isolating the products of oxidation of olefins
with chlorine dioxide, while the reaction kinetics and
intermediates were not investigated. An a priori me-

chanism implies the primary attack of chlorine dioxi-
de at the allyl position with homolytic elimination
of the α-hydrogen atom [67]:

+ ClO2 -HClO2

HHH ClO2

H O Cl O

H Cl

+  HOCl

+ HOCl

O

A number of works investigating the reaction kine-
tics and the products of oxidation of olefins with chlo-
rine dioxide in aqueous media were performed in the
1980s [34,36,71]. Studies were carried out for indene,
several para-substituted styrenes, and allylbenzene.
The reaction with indene is one of the fastest reac-
tions, and it was studied most meticulously. For ole-
fins in general, it was found that the reaction kinetics
obeys the first-order kinetic law for both reagents:

w = k2[> C=C <][ClO2]
The reaction stoichiometry depends on pH: at pH ≥

7, one olefin molecule reacts with two ClO2 molecu-

les, while at pH ≤ 4, the reagents react in equimolar
ratio. In the former case, the reaction with ClO2 is
also a first-order reaction; i.e., the limiting stage invol-
ves only one chlorine dioxide molecule. Major reac-
tion products are the corresponding diols and chloro-
hydrins. The general scheme for the reactions of
chlorine dioxide with olefins at pH ≤ 4 is as follows:

C C2 + 2ClO2 + 2H2O

C C
OHOH

C C
ClOH

+ H+ + ClO3
-+
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The reaction rate decreases with increasing pH
and decreasing dielectric constant of the solvent,
which agrees with the formation of charged species
at the limiting stage. Substitution of deuterowater
for water does not alter the reaction rate.

The mechanism of allyl hydrogen elimination by
chlorine dioxide conflicts with the absence of the
isotope effect due to the replacement of indene by
[1,1,3-D3]indene:

D
D

D

It is also inconsistent with the fact that ClO2 re-
acts with olefins containing no allyl or benzyl hy-
drogen atoms (e.g., styrenes). For the reaction of
chlorine dioxide with para-substituted styrenes, the
rate constant increases with the electrophilic con-
stants of the substituent σ+:

log k' = -0.70 – 1.43 σ+

Ph

Ph Ph
> > >

8.0 eV 8.2 eV 8.4 eV

> >

8.7 eV 9.2 eV

The reaction rate increases oppositely to the ion-
ization potentials of olefins:

Based on the data obtained, the authors of [34,36,
71] suggested a mechanism that involves an electron
transfer from the olefin to chlorine dioxide as a pri-
mary act, forming the corresponding radical cation:

+  ClO2+  ClO2C C C C

The products of indene oxidation are explained
within the framework of the following scheme [36]:

+ ClO2 + ClO2
-

ClO2, H2O
H+

H

OClO

OH
H

H

H

OH
OClO

H

H

O

O
Cl OH

H

OH

OH
H

H

H

OH
OH

H OH

O

-HOCl

-HOCl

14%

23%

14%

HOCl
H2O

H

H

OH
Cl

+

H

Cl

OH
H

23% 26%



E, kJ/mol
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Chlorine-containing products are formed by the
addition of hypochlorous acid at the С=С double
bond. The major source of HOCl is believed to be
disproportionation of chlorite ions in acid media:

2ClO2
– + H+ ⇒ HOCl + ClO3

–

Thus sound evidence has been obtained to prove
that the first stage of olefin reactions with chlorine
dioxide is an electron transfer. Formation and de-
composition of chlorous acid ethers ROClO were
often postulated to be the next stages of this reac-
tion, but reliable proof of this has not been obtained.
Regrettably, today we have no experimental data on
liquid-phase reactions of chlorine dioxide with alkyl
radicals or on alkyl chlorites as possible intermedi-
ates of these reactions. For the gas phase, it was
shown [1] that the reaction of chlorine dioxide with
the methyl radical leads to the methoxyl and ClO
radicals.

G2(MP2) and B3LYP/6-311++(3df,3p) quantum-
chemical calculations [72] indicated that recombi-
nation of an alkyl radical (e.g., СН3

•) with ClO2 leads
to methyl chlorite СН3OClO, the latter being ~20-
25 kcal·mole-1 more favorable than chlorylmethane
СН3ClO2. Decomposition of methyl chlorite into
formaldehyde and hypochlorous acid is energetically
favorable; the cyclic transition state of this reaction
has a low activation enthalpy (6 kcal·mol-1) and nega-
tive activation entropy (-2.5 cal·mol-1·К-1). The me-
thyl chlorite molecule that formed in the gas phase
possesses enough energy to dissociate into СН3О and
ClO, but it cannot dissipate the energy into the me-
dium and decomposes according to the radical
mechanism, which is preferable from the entropy
viewpoint in agreement with experiment [1]. Thus
the important role of alkyl ethers of chlorous acid in
reactions of ClO2 with hydrocarbons is confirmed
by theoretical calculations.

Fig. 2. Energetically diagram of the pathways of the reaction chlorine dioxide with methyl radical at 25 K. (Enthalpy data
given both from literature and calculated by G2(MP2) – G2 and B3LYP/6-311++(3df,3p) – DFT methods [67]).
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Aromatic hydrocarbons

Reactions of ClO2 with aromatic and especially
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH) were in-
vestigated in view of chlorine dioxide applications
to drinking water treatment and sewage disposal
where the PAH disposal problem is especially acute.
It was shown that benzene is unreactive with chlo-
rine dioxide in dilute aqueous solutions (pH = 7) [36]
or in pure form [2]. The simplest alkyl-substituted
benzenes such as toluene, ethylbenzene, xylenes, and
diphenylmethane are not oxidized with chlorine di-
oxide under ''drinking water purification'' conditions
(pH = 7, [ArH] = 3·10-8 M, [ClO2] = 3·10-5 M) or in
the absence of molecular chlorine vapors [36]. It was
reported [65] that pure toluene is oxidized with a
minor excess of ClO2 to form mainly chlorinated
products (50-55°C).

pyrene are readily oxidized by chlorine dioxide un-
der the same conditions [4,73].

Oxidation of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons
mainly forms quinoid products, but scarcely any chlo-
ro derivatives. Thus anthraquinone [4,73,74], as well
as monohydroxyanthracene [73], were found among
the products of anthracene oxidation:

Cl

Cl

+ +

6.6% 0.4%

HO

O

O

O

O
Cl

+ + +

2.6% 0.6% 0.5%

ClO2

O

O

OH

Phenanthrene was reported to react with chlorine
dioxide at reasonably high concentrations in carbon
tetrachloride, forming diphenic acid and 10,10-di-
chloro-9-phenanthrone [75].

In reactions with polycyclic aromatic hydrocar-
bons, the reaction kinetics obeys the first-order ki-
netic law for both reagents [4,73]; the rate constants
correlate with the half-wave oxidation potentials of
PAHs and with the energies of their highest occu-
pied molecular orbitals [4].

The one-electron mechanism suggested [4] for
oxidation of aromatic hydrocarbons with chlorine
dioxide was experimentally confirmed by Handoo
and co-workers [76]. Oxidation with chlorine diox-
ide in a mixture of dichloromethane and trifluoro-
acetic acid (TFAA) yielded a number of radical
cations of several PAHs and other compounds with
low ionization potentials:

In dilute aqueous solutions (pH = 7), ClO2 fails
to oxidize naphthalene, fluorine, fluoranthene, and
phenanthrene. On the other hand, benz(а)pyrene,
anthracene, benz(а)anthracene, pyrene, and benz(е)-

ArH  +  ClO2 ArH    +  ClO2

CH3COOH - CH2Cl2

ArH:
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The radical cations formed are stabilized in the
presence of TFAA, which makes possible their ex-
perimental observation by means of EPR and elec-
tron spectroscopy.

Interaction of fullerene C60 with chlorine dioxide
was investigated in [77]. The brown precipitate
formed in this reaction exhibits paramagnetic proper-
ties. The EPR spectrum of the precipitate is an asym-
metric singlet (g = 2.0029, ∆Hpp = 0.2 mТ) assigned
to the fullerenyl radical cation. Precipitation is ac-
companied by chemiluminescence in the visible and
IR regions of the spectrum. The reaction is charac-
terized by high stoichiometry: chlorine dioxide comp-
letely reacts with C60 until the molar ratio [ClO2]0:
[C60]0 = 60:1 has been achieved.

In NMR and electron spectroscopy studies, it was
found [78] that chlorine dioxide forms complexes
with a number of aromatic compounds. The equilib-
rium constants and thermodynamic parameters of
complexations have been determined. The ionization
potentials of arenes were correlated with the equi-
librium constants. The complexes formed were as-
sumed to be charge transfer complexes.

Oxygen-containing compounds

Alcohols

The available data on reactions of chlorine diox-
ide with alcohols are very scarce. It was reported
that ethanol and 1,3-butanediol react with an excess
of chlorine dioxide in rather stringent conditions (pH
= 1, 70 , 80°C), forming a mixture of aldehydes and
carboxylic acids [2-4]. Glucose [4] (pH = 2) is oxidiz-
ed at the –CH2OH group, which is transformed into
aldehyde or carboxyl group without ring cleavage.

The kinetics of ClO2 reactions with alcohols in
aqueous media was investigated in [38,39,79]. Most

detailed studies were performed on oxidation of
methanol [38] and 2-propanol [39]; it was found that
this is a first-order reaction for both alcohol and ClO2.
The rate constants were determined from the initial
rates and increase with the ionic strength of the so-
lution. The effects of inorganic salts were investi-
gated, and it was found that the reaction is accelerated
by chlorides, nitrates, and potassium bromide, but
retarded by sodium hydrophosphate. When water is
replaced by D2O, an isotope effect is observed: kH2O/
kD2O = 1.59 for CH3OH and 1.78 for (CH3)2CHOH;
this is probably associated with an isotope exchange
between deuterowater and the –OH group of the al-
cohol. The rate constant depends on pH in a com-
plex manner. In the range pH = 3.0-5.9, the rate
constant decreases, but increases dramatically in the
range pH = 6.3-6.7; this was attributed [38,39,79] to
the reaction of the RO– anion with chlorine dioxide.
Further, the reaction rate again decreases [39]. The
activation energy of oxidation of monohydric alco-
hols decreases in the series [79] (EA, kJ/mol):

S

S

S

H
N

H2N NH2

Br

N

BrBr

Fe

OH OHH3C OH <<<

64.4 61.10 56.1

OH
OH <<<

51.9 46.2

OH
OH<

≈

44.8 43.9

The reaction mechanism, postulating a transfer
of the hydride ion at the first stage, is discussed in
[38,39]:
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The products are the corresponding ketones and
chloroketones [38,39].

Kuchin et al. [80] recently suggested using chlo-
rine dioxide for preparative oxidation of allyl al-
cohols, in particular, terpene alcohols:

products are chlorinated compounds and ring oxida-
tion products. The primary isotope effect k(Н)/k(D) =
2.05 at pH = 8, but it is absent when pH = 4. Accord-
ing to the suggested mechanism, at high values of
pH ClO2 reacts with benzyl alcohols via the ClO2-
benzyl alcohol complex.

The kinetics of oxidation of propan-2-ol, 2-me-
thylpropan-1-ol, butan-1-ol, butan-2-ol, 3-methylpen-
tan-1-ol, heptan-4-ol, decan-2-ol, cyclohexanol, and
borneol with chlorine dioxide in heptane, tetrachlo-
romethane, benzene, 1,4-dioxane, chlorobenzene,
ethyl acetate, 1,2-dichloroethane, and acetonitrile
was investigated spectrophotometrically [40]. For all
indicated alcohols, the reaction rate is described by
the second-order equation w = k[ROH]·[ClO2]. Rate
constants have been measured (10÷60°С), and acti-
vation parameters of the oxidation reaction have been
determined (Table 2).

The oxidation products have been identified, and
their yields have been determined. The alcohol re-
acts completely when the ratio of alcohol to chlorine
dioxide is 1:2 mol/mol. Oxidation of the primary al-
cohol butan-1-ol leads to the corresponding aldehyde.
Oxidation of the primary alcohols 2-methylpropan-
1-ol and 3-methylpropan-1-ol gives carbonyl com-
pounds along with chlorinated alcohols – 2-methyl-
2-chloropropan-1-ol and 3-methyl-3-chloropentan-1-
ol, and chlorinated aldehydes – 2-methyl-2-chloro-
proanal and 3-methyl-3-chloropentanal. Secondary
alcohols are oxidized into ketones.

The following reaction scheme is suggested:

H

R OH

R'
+  ClO2

R OH

R'
+  HClO2

+  H2O
R OH

R'
+  H3O

R

R'
O

OH

ClO2 / CCl4

O

+

OHO

OH

ClO2 / CCl4
O

91% 9%

100%

Table 2
Activation parameters of the oxidation of alcohols with chlorine dioxide at Т = 30ºC

lohoclA gol A
Ea ∆H≠ ∆G≠ S≠,

lom·J 1- K· 1-lom·Jk 1-

lo-2-naporP 0.5 4.35 9.05 6.89 2.751-

lo-1-naporplyhteM-2 2.6 7.06 2.85 0.99 7.431-

lo-1-natuB 0.3 5.34 0.14 5.89 8.981-

lo-2-natuB 2.2 0.53 5.23 5.69 2.112-

lo-1-natneplyhteM-3 1.3 1.24 6.93 5.89 5.491-

lo-4-natpeH 4.8 0.37 5.07 9.89 7.39-

lo-4-natpeH 7.3 7.34 2.14 6.69 0.381-

lonaxeholcyC 2.7 6.26 1.06 0.59 5.511-

loenroB 2.4 5.24 0.04 7.29 9.371-

It was shown [81] that 3,4-dimethoxyacetophe-
none is the primary product of the reaction of ClO2

with 1-(3,4-dimethoxyphenyl)ethanol at pH = 8.
When pH = 4, acetophenone is not formed, and the
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the system [62]. It has been found that solvent polar-
ity is inessential to the rate of oxidation of 1,3-
dioxacycloalkanes by chlorine dioxide. 1,3-Dioxanes
are more stable with chlorine dioxide than 1,3-di-
oxolanes. Reaction rate constants have been calculat-
ed, and activation parameters have been determined
for the processes. According to the mechanism pro-
posed for the reaction, chlorine dioxide attacks the
C–H bond adjacent to the oxygen atom, forming an
alkyl radical. Further oxidation of the resulting radi-
cal with chlorine dioxide forms the reaction prod-
ucts:

1,3-Dioxacycloalkanes

Oxidation of various 1,3-dioxacycloalkanes with
chlorine dioxide forms the corresponding glycol
monoethers [82, 62]. Oxidation of asymmetric 1,3-
dioxacycloalkanes leads to a 2:1 mixture of two iso-
meric ethers. Reactions of chlorine dioxide with cy-
clic acetals containing a phenyl substituent in the
second position lead to benzaldehyde and benzoic
acid. The oxidation reaction may be promoted by
adding silica gel or a stable nitroxide (2,2,5,5-tetra-
methyl-4-phenyl-3-imidazoline-3-oxide-1-oxyl) to

Accumulation of a mixture of isomeric ethers (a)
and (b) during the oxidation of asymmetric cyclic
acetals occurs due to the concurrent cleavage of the
С2–О3 and С2–О1 bonds in the ring of alkylchlorite
[62].

The formation of benzaldehyde and benzoic acid
during the oxidation of cyclic acetals with a phenyl
substituent in the second position is explained by the

attack of ClO2 at the С4 atom. Curiously, the oxida-
tion of 2-isopropyl-1,3-dioxolane with chlorine dioxi-
de in СНCl3 and CCl4 forms 2-hydroxyethyl isobuty-
rate and 2-chloroethyl isobutyrate in a 1:1 mol/mol
ratio [82]. When the reaction is carried out in methy-
lene chloride, the chloro derivative is formed in small
amounts if at all, the major product being 2 hydro-
xyethyl isobutyrate:
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This is explained by the fact that the dioxolanyl
radical is a strong nucleophile capable of reacting
with both chlorine dioxide (with elimination of the
oxygen atom) and solvent, leading to 2-hydroxyethyl
isobutyrate and 2-chloroethyl isobutyrate, respecti-
vely. In CH2Cl2, the stability of the C–Cl bond is the
highest (D(H2ClC–Cl) = 81 kcal/mol [83], and the
dioxolanyl radicals preferably react with chlorine di-
oxide, ultimately giving 2-hydroxyethyl isobutyra-
te. In CHCl3 and CCl4, where the number of C–Cl
bonds is larger and their stability is lower (D(HCl2C–
Cl) = 77 kcal/mol, D(Cl3C–Cl) = 73 kcal/mol [83]),
an additional competing reaction with the solvent
leads to 2-chloroethyl isobutyrate.

Aldehydes and carboxylic acids

Benzaldehyde dispersed in water [84] reacts with
chlorine dioxide with explosion. Other aldehydes and
ketones such as acetaldehyde, n-butyrylaldehyde, and
diacetyl are oxidized to the corresponding carboxy-

lic acids in neutral aqueous solutions [85].
At the same time, it was reported [86] that ClO2

is unreactive with hexanal and 2-methylbutanal at
any рН and temperature. Carboxylic acids are mainly
unreactive with ClO2 unless they contain readily
oxidizable functional groups [2,4].

Phenols

Along with oxidation of amines, oxidation of phe-
nols in aqueous media is the best-studied section of
organic chemistry of chlorine dioxide in view of the
applications of ClO2 to water purification [2,4,5, 87].

The major products of phenol oxidation with chlo-
rine dioxide are para-benzoquinone and various chlo-
rine-substituted para-benzoquinones [88,89]. Chlo-
rophenols are oxidized to the corresponding quinones.
With a large excess of ClO2, quinone is oxidized with
ring cleavage, forming dicarboxylic acids. The oxi-
dation of phenols and chlorophenols may be repre-
sented by the following scheme [90]:

O O

CH CH3CH3

+ ClO2

C

O

(CH3)2CH OCH2CH2OH

C

O

(CH3)2CH OCH2CH2Cl

CH2Cl2

CHCl3, CCl4
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Chlorophenols were reported [4] to be the pro-
ducts of phenol oxidation in a lack of ClO2.

Oxidation of hydroquinone does not lead to any
chlorinated products [89]:

According to [88,89], for monoatomic phenols
containing no para-substituents, as well as for hydro-
quinone, oxidation with chlorine dioxide does not
destroy the ring and forms predominantly quinones
and chloroquinones. Monoatomic phenols with para-
substituents, as well as di- and triatomic phenols with
hydroxyl groups in the ortho- or meta-positions are
oxidized with ring cleavage, forming dicarboxylic acids.

It was reported [3] that 4-nitrophenol is oxidized
to oxalic and fumaric acids, while 2,4-dinitrophenol
and 2,4,6-trinitrophenol do not react with ClO2. 4-
Hydroxybenzaldehyde is quickly oxidized to 1,4-ben-
zoquinone at pH ≤ 6 [3]. The reaction of ClO2 with
vanillin [3] leads to ring cleavage:

OH

O

O

OH

ClO2 / H2O

Detailed studies were performed on the oxidation
products of more complex phenols: 2,6-dimethylphe-
nol (2,6-xylenol) and 2,4,6-trimethylphenol (mesitol)
[91]. The reaction of chlorine dioxide with 2,6-xyle-
nol in a mixture of water and tert-butanol at pH = 5
yields quinone, epoxide, and a chloro derivative:

O

O
OH

H2O, pH=5

ClO2
+

O OH

O
OH

Cl

+ +

Oxidation of 2,6-xylenol in CCl4 has also been stu-
died. Under these conditions, the reaction is very slow
and forms a tricyclic compound, which is a dimer of
6-chloro-2,6-dimethylcyclohexa-2,4-dien-1-one:

OH
ClO2

CCl4

O
H

H

Cl

O

Cl

Mesitol is oxidized to epoxides and quinoid com-
pounds:

OH

H2O, pH=5

ClO2

O OH

O

+

+ +O OH

O

CH2

Cl

O

OH

OH
O H2O, pH=4

ClO2

O

OO
O
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Vanillin alcohol is oxidized into two products: The first detailed investigation of the reaction
kinetics of chlorine dioxide with phenols is reported
in [92]. The reaction rate was found to increase with
pH; it changes according to the equation:

PhOH][]ClO[
]H[ 2

2
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When the ionic strength is unity (25°C, pH= 2), the
constants k1 and k2 are 4.7·10-1 M-1·s-1 and 1.1·10-3M-1· s-1,
respectively (k1 and k2 are the rate constants of the re-
actions of chlorine dioxide with phenol and phenoxy
anion, respectively). The observed kinetic tendencies
suggest that concurrent reactions take place between
chlorine dioxide and the undissociated and the disso-
ciated forms of phenol [92]. The first stage of the reac-

tion was assumed to be one-electron oxidation. This idea
was further developed in [74]. In neutral and alkaline
solutions, the reaction is governed by simpler kinetic law:

w = k[ClO2][PhOH]
At 25°C and pH = 7, the rate constant k is in the

range (2-4)·104 M-1·s-1. The following mechanism of
phenol oxidation with chlorine dioxide is proposed:

OH O
K

+  H

O
k2

slow
+  ClO2

-

O

O
k2"

fast
+  ClO2

O

O

+  HOCl

O

OClOH

+  ClO2

As in the case of the reactions of ClO2 with ole-
fins, formation of unstable intermediate ether ROClO
is postulated; the latter quickly decomposes into hy-
pochlorous acid HOCl, whose reactions subsequently
form chlorinated products.

In further studies, absolute rate constants were
determined for the reaction of chlorine dioxide with
phenoxy anions and undissociated phenols (for the
latter, the rate constants are millions of times lower
than for the former), and the effect of the structure
of phenol on its oxidation rate was investigated [33,
44,46,48,93]. In the most detailed study [33,87], it
was found that the rate constants of the oxidation of
the phenoxide ions with chlorine dioxide depend on
the sum of the σ – constants of the ortho-, meta-, and
para-substituents (k, M-1·s-1):

( ) ( )∑±−±= -k p m, o,4.02.32.02.8lg σ

The one-electron mechanism of the oxidation is
supported by the parabolic dependence of rate con-
stant on the free energy in the course of the reaction,
which is adequately described by Marcus' equation
of electron transfer reaction theory [93]. Thus for
the primary act of the reaction, the one-electron me-
chanism of oxidation may be considered to be reli-

ably proven. Subsequent stages of this process, how-
ever, need further investigation.

The kinetics of oxidation of phenol, 3-methylphe-
nol, 4-methylphenol, 4-tert-butylphenol, 2-cyclohe-
xylphenol, 2,6-di-tert-butyl-4-methylphenol, and 2,4-
dichlorophenol with chlorine dioxide in acetonitrile
was investigated in [47,50]. Oxidation of phenol with
chlorine dioxide was also studied using 2-methylpro-
panol, ethanol, 1,4-dioxane, acetone, ethyl acetate, di-
chloromethane, heptane, and tetrachloromethane as
solvents. As medium polarity increases, the rate cons-
tant of phenol oxidation decreases. For the phenols
under study, the rate of oxidation is described by a se-
cond-order equation w = k[PhOH]·[ClO2]. Rate con-
stants have been measured (10-60°С), and the acti-
vation parameters of the oxidation reaction have been
determined in the stated temperature range (Table 3).

The oxidation products have been identified, and
the product yields have been determined. Full con-
version of phenols was found to take place when the
molar ratio of phenol to chlorine dioxide is 1:2, re-
spectively. A relationship has been found between
the reaction rate constant and the structure of the
phenol. The reaction rate decreases with the increas-
ing half-wave potential.



According to the scheme suggested for the reac-
tion, the first (limiting) stage is an electron transfer

from the phenol molecule to the chlorine dioxide
molecule, forming the phenoxyl radical:

Table 3
Activation parameters of phenol oxidation with chlorine dioxide, T = 25°C

lonehP nL A
Ea ∆H≠ ∆G≠ S≠,

lom·J 1- K· 1-lom·Jk 1-

lonehP 31 24 04 38 541-

lonehplyhteM-3 51 64 44 28 921-

lonehplyhteM-4 11 03 82 67 061-

lonehplytub-treT-4 51 64 34 18 921-

lonehplyxeholcyC-2 41 44 24 28 431-

lonehporolhciD-4,2 61 35 15 68 021-

OH
R1

R2

R3

+ ClO2 + ClO2

OH
R1

R2

R3
O

R1

R2

R3

+ HClO2

The phenoxyl radical is further oxidized by another chlorine dioxide molecule to quinone:

O
R1

R2

R3

+ ClO2

O

R2 OClO

R1
R3

+ R2OCl

O

O

R1
R3

If R2 = H, the resulting phenoxyl radicals can dimerize:

O
R1

H

R3

OO

R3

R1 R3

R1

2
-2H+
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When R2 = alkyl, quinols can form presumably
according to the following scheme:

Liquid-phase oxidation of hydrogen sulfide, di-
benzyl and dihexyl sulfides, and dipropyl and diiso-
propyl disulfides with chlorine dioxide in tetrachlo-
romethane and toluene at 20°С led to the formation
of paramagnetic species found by the spin probe
method using MNP [96]. The mechanism of oxida-
tion involves the initial generation of RSnR·+ radical
cations and ClO2

− ions and further intracellular trans-
formation of these species, giving the ClO· radical:

O
R1

R2

R3

+ ClO2

O

R2 OClO

R1
R3

+ HOCl

O

R2 OH

R1
R3

2H+

2H+

The formation of chloro derivatives in the oxidati-
ons of phenols with chlorine dioxide may be explain-
ed by chlorination of organic compounds by hypo-
chlorous acid:

Sulfur-Containing Compounds

Selective oxidation of sulfides to sulfoxides and
sulfones is one of challenges in organic chemistry.
Sequential chemoselective oxidation of dialkyl sulfi-
des to dialkyl sulfoxides and dialkyl sulfones and
oxidation of dialkyl sulfoxides to dialkyl sulfones
are treated in [94,95]. Oxidation was performed with
gaseous ClO2 or its aqueous solution. Conversion of
the sulfide was 95-100%; yield 90-95% (sulfoxides)
and 2-3% (sulfones) when the sulfide: chlorine dioxi-
de ratio was 2:1. When the reagents were taken in an
equimolar ratio, sulfones was the major reaction
product:

+ HOCl

O

O

ClR3

+ H2O

O

O

R3

R1 S R2
ClO2 R1 S R2

O

ClO2

ClO2
R1 S R2

O

O

n +
R

Sn
R

O .ClOClO2+
R

S
R

.+ -

-+.R
S

R
+ ClO2ClO2+

R
S

R
n n

In the case of thiols, the major products of liquid-
phase oxidation are the corresponding disulfides
RSSR; these are oxidized into thiolsulfinates RS(O)
SR and thiolsulfonates RS(O2)SR found as minor pro-
ducts of these reactions [63].

ClO2 ++ RSSR

O

O
RSSR

O
RSSRRSH

R = C2H5, C3H7, HOCH2CH2

The rate constants and activation parameters of
this reaction have been measured. The structure of
thiol was found to affect the reaction kinetics. The
constant k changes slightly when the hydrocarbon
radical is lengthened, but replacement of the alkyl
radical by an aromatic one (phenyl, 2 methylphenyl)
increases the rate constant by an order of magnitude
or more. From the Taft equation lgk = lgk0 + ρ*σ* it
was found that ρ* = 1.41±0.29, lgk0 =  0.71±0.12,
r = 0.94. The positive sign of the coefficient ρ* indi-
cates that electron-accepting substituents accelerate
the reaction. It was found that the solvent affects the
rate of thiol reactions with chlorine dioxide, obeying
Laidler-Eyring and Coppell-Palm equations. The fol-
lowing mechanism was suggested for the oxidation:

-RS ClO2+ RS + ClO2

RSH
-RS +

H+ClO2 +
.+HClO2

H+

. -
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The oxidation of concentrates of saturated gam-
ma-ketosulfides was investigated in [97]. A mixture
of gamma-ketosulfoxides, sulfones, and sulfochlo-
rides is formed. The ratio of these products depends
on the composition of the starting gamma-ketosul-
fides.

Nitrogen-Containing Compounds

Amines

For aliphatic (primarily, tertiary and secondary)
amines, the products of oxidation in aqueous soluti-
ons, as well as the reaction kinetics and intermediat-
es, were examined in a series of works [52,53,55,59,
98-101]. Based on the data obtained, a mechanistic
model has been suggested for the process. In this
model [53], chlorine dioxide reacts with tertiary ami-
nes according to the one-electron oxidation mecha-
nism at the first (reversible) stage of the reaction:

The radical formed at this stage reacts further with
another chlorine dioxide molecule according to the
scheme shown above. For any amine, both one-elect-
ron oxidation and hydrogen elimination generally take
place [53], the efficiency of the process depending
on the structure of the amine. Thus in the case of
hydrogen elimination, the degree of oxidation is 25%
for benzyl-tert-amine and 73% for benzylamine [53].

The model proposed for the reaction is supported
by the following experimental facts.
• The reaction obeys the first-order kinetic law for

both reagents, two ClO2 molecules reacting per
amine molecule [58]. Tertiary amines react with
chlorine dioxide very quickly; secondary and es-
pecially primary amines react much more slowly,
and ammonia does not react with ClO2 at all [52].

• For tertiary and secondary amines, the oxidation
rate decreases as the concentration of the ClO2

–

ion increases; in the case of secondary amines,
there is another rate component, which is inde-
pendent of the concentration of ClO2

– ions. The
first component relates to the reversible reaction,
forming ClO2

– [53].
• For benzyldimethylamines with substituents in the

aromatic ring, the rate constant of oxidation de-
pends linearly on the σ constants of substituents
according to the Hammett equation [53]. The re-
action rate was correlated to the electrochemical
oxidative potentials of amines [99].

• The oxidation of benzyldimethylamines is non-
selective and leads to the products of elimination
of both benzyl and methyl groups [52].

• Replacement of α hydrogen atoms by deuterium
in tertiary amines leads to a weak (probably, sec-
ondary) isotope effect (kH/kD = 1.3); for second-
ary amines, the isotope effect is much more
significant, kH/kD ≥ 5.0 [53].

• Oxidation of triethylenediamine led to the corre-
sponding radical cation [49,100].
Thus oxidation of amines with chlorine dioxide

leads to successive elimination of alkyl groups, form-
ing aldehydes. In the case of amines with an –NR2, –
OH, or oxo group in the β-position, bond cleavage
takes place between the α  and β  carbon atoms. Thus
the reaction of triethylenediamine with chlorine di-
oxide yields piperazine [98]:

.+HClO2 + ClO2+HClO2
.RS + RS. RSSR

-ClO2

+  ClO2
-

fast

+  H+

+  ClO2

N
slow

N

N N

N N +  ClO2
-

+  ClO2

fast

N +  H2O N
H

+ O

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H H

H

In the case of primary and secondary amines, hav-
ing a benzyl hydrogen atom, the first (irreversible)
stage is elimination of the hydrogen atom by chlo-
rine dioxide:

slow+  ClO2
N
H

HHHH

slow +  HClO2
N
H

HHH

+  ClO2NN NN +  ClO2
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N-Methylpiperidine forms piperidine; the latter,
in turn, is slowly oxidized to 2,3,4,5-tetrahydropyri-
dine, which is further trimerized [3]:

solvents and on silica gel surface, the reaction mix-
tures contained nitroxides [72,103]. The low yields
of nitroxides are due to their secondary reactions with
chlorine dioxide, leading to oxoammonium salts via
the stage of formation of ClO2 complexes with nitro-
xides. Complexes of chlorine dioxide with piperi-
dine and imidazoline stable nitroxides, as well as
complexes with nitroxides having aromatic substitu-
ents, were identified by spectrophotometry (from the
appearance of a new band in the spectrum) (Fig. 3):

+ ClO2NN

NN

+ ClO2NN

+ 2H2O HN NH 2 H2C O+ + H

N
ClO2 NH ClO2

ClO2 N trimer

One of the synthetic applications of chlorine di-
oxide is preparation of bicyclic aminoethers [102]:

N

HO ClO2
N

HO

N

O

Reactions of tertiary amines in the presence of
NaCN afford α cyano-substituted tertiary amines
[102]:

ClO2
NaCN

N N
N

Nitroxides

When ClO2 reacted with hindered secondary ami-
nes from piperidine and imidazoline series in organic

Table 4
Characteristics of chlorine dioxide complexes with nitroxides of varying structure (T = 20°C, measurement error up to

15%, ЕT
N is the medium polarity parameter [104])

N
O

R
N

N

C6H5

O

N OCH3H3CO

O

R= -H(1),  -OH(2),  =O(3),
 -OCH3(4), -NHC(O)CH3(5) (6)

(7)

The maxima of the absorption bands of the com-
plexes are at 460-490 nm for radicals (1) - (5), at
438 nm for radical (6), and at 590 nm for (7). In po-
lar solvents, λmax is shifted to the long-wave region
(bathochromic shift), as typically observed for charge
transfer complexes (Table 4).

aR dic la oS l ev nt ET
N λ xam , nm K M, 1- ∆H°, lom·Jk 1- ∆S° J, · lom 1- K· 1- ∆G° Jk, · lom 1-

1

A enotec 553.0 2.584 3.7 7.93- 5.911- 7.4-

A otec nitri el 064.0 9.884 6.3 7.43- 4.701- 2.3-

H enatpe 210.0 6.074 4.32 8.14- 5.711- 4.7-

Sulfuri ec th re 711.0 7.874 3.9 9.03- 4.78- 3.5-

Dichl oro em th ena 903.0 9.094 8.21 2.53- 1.99- 2.6-

eT trachl ro o em th ena 250.0 5.084 6.62 7.74- 9.531- 9.7-

To ul ene 990.0 6.974 0.02 5.35- 1.061- 6.6-

2
enotecA 553.0 2.584 2.4 5.53- 6.201- 4.5-

Ac te o in tri el 064.0 2.584 7.2 8.14- 0.431- 5.2-
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aR dic la oS l ev nt ET
N λ xam , nm K M, 1- ∆H°, lom·Jk 1- ∆S° J, · lom 1- K· 1- ∆G° Jk, · lom 1-

2

eT trachl ro o em th ena 250.0 1.474 9.32 1.33- 1.75- 4.61-

Dichl oro em th ena 903.0 4.584 6.5 8.24- 3.031- 6.4-

To ul ene 990.0 2.374 7.21 8.44- 1.621- 8.7-

Sulfuri ec th re 711.0 6.674 5.31 6.42- 0.16- 7.6-

3

A enotec 553.0 3.764 8.6 4.03- 0.88- 6.4-

Ac te o in tri el 064.0 5.184 4.1 7.32- 2.87- 8.0-

Sulfuri ec th re 711.0 9.264 8.3 4.04- 4.211- 5.7-

Dichl oro em th ena 903.0 1.474 7.2 0.43- 0.701- 4.2-

To ul ene 990.0 2.064 5.8 5.42- 7.56- 3.5-

4

A enotec 553.0 5.084 4.9 7.33- 1.69- 5.5-

Ac te o in tri el 064.0 3.384 5.2 1.14- 5.231- 3.2-

eT trachl ro o em th ena 250.0 0.574 1.21 8.24- 2.131- 4.4-

Dichl oro em th ena 903.0 8.084 6.4 4.63- 6.701- 9.4-

To ul ene 990.0 1.474 2.3 0.54- 2.141- 6.3-

Sulfuri ec th re 711.0 6.074 7.7 8.45- 8.461- 5.6-

H enatpe 210.0 3.564 2.6 5.43- 7.701- 9.2-

5

A enotec 553.0 4.184 3.9 3.04- 5.911- 3.5-

Ac te o in tri el 064.0 4.284 8.4 1.63- 0.011- 8.3-

Dichl oro em th ena 903.0 2.584 2.5 2.83- 0.611- 0.4-

6 enatpeH 210.0 4.834 8.0 7.92- 3.301- 6.0

7 Dichl oro em th ena 903.0 2.865 396 − − −

Table 4
Continued

The spectral data for the complexes and the ther-
modynamic parameters of complexation were found
to depend on medium polarity and on the structure
of the starting nitroxide.

The nature of chemical binding in ClO2 complexes
with model nitroxides (H2NO, dimethyl and tert-bu-
tylnitroxide) was investigated by the NBO method
in terms of density functional theory (B3LYP/cc
pVTZ) [68]. The main donor-acceptor interactions
are electron density transfer from the lone electron
pair of the > N–O· oxygen to the antibonding orbital
of chlorine dioxide n(O) → σ*(Cl–O) and the re-
verse charge transfer from the lone electron pair of
the ClO2 oxygen to the antibonding σ*(С–H) orbital.
Further stabilizing effect is provided by the n(Cl) →
σ*(N–O) interaction. The geometry of the ClO2 com-
plex of TEMPO, obtained using a simpler basis set,
B3LYP/3-21G*, is shown in Fig. 4.

Fig. 3. Electronic absorption spectrum of complex 2,2,6,6-
tetramethylpiperidine-1-oxyl (TEMPO) with chlorine di-
oxide (diethyl ether, 20°С): (1) mixture [TEMPO] = 3·10-2 M
and [ClO2]=1.4·10-3 M, compensation solution [TEMPO] =
3·10-2 M, (2) solution [ClO2]=1.4·10-3 M, (3) spectrum of com-
plex, obtained by subtracting spectrum (2) from spectrum (1).
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Donor-acceptor interactions in the piperidine nit-
roxide complex of ClO2 may be schematically repre-
sented as follows:

The nitroxide complex of ClO2 subsequently un-
dergoes transformation into the corresponding oxo-
ammonium salt [103]:

Fig. 4. Structure of complex chlorine dioxide with radical
(1), calculated by B3LYP/3-21G* method.
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The stability of the complex depends on the tem-
perature and solvent, as well as on the nature and
concentration of the nitroxide. The reaction is accel-
erated when the complex is irradiated with light cor-
responding to the maximum of the absorption band.

Note that oxoammonium salts are intermediates
in catalytic oxidative systems involving nitroxides
[105]. Therefore, studies of nitroxide complexation
with chlorine dioxide bring new insights into the
mechanism of this process.

Conclusions

Thus from our literature analysis it is clear that
chlorine dioxide may be used for oxidation of orga-
nic compounds from various classes. At the same
time, wide application of chlorine dioxide as reagent
in organic synthesis is restrained by the lack of data
on the kinetics and mechanism of reactions involv-
ing chlorine dioxide, as well as data on the product
yields and composition, temperature and solvent ef-
fects, and catalysts.
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